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We're off! The 2013 Kings Canyon Backcountry Crew has arrived! We met at the Placer CCC Center on 
Sunday, April 21st and are ready and rearing to head to the mountains! 
The crew is compiled of 13 members:  
Daniel Arce - San Diego CCC  
Jeff Burnor - Rockaway, NJ 
Ivonne Del Rio - Fortuna CCC 

Norma Jean Eggman - Ukiah CCC   

Kyle Kenneally - Redding CCC   
Kelsey Kuhn -  Interlochen, MI 
Melissa Ledbury - Denver, CO   
Alia Ledford - Murphys, CA  

Andrew Merklinghaus - Shoreline, WA    

Sean Moffitt -  Stone Mountain, GA   

Nick Nelson - San Luis Obispo CCC   

Sandy Rose - Cazadero, CA   
Manuel Sanchez - Los Angeles CCC 
 
On Friday, April 26th we will be heading to our front country camp location at Lewis Creek, Kings Canyon 
National Park where we will be working on ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) trails and repairing 
trails in the Kings Canyon valley area mitigating storm damage and trail erosion. Once completed we will 
be moving about 30 miles into the backcountry of the Pallisade Lakes area along the John Muir Trail 
where our backcountry camp will be located and we will be doing comprehensive maintenance work on 
the "Golden Staircase" and various trails within the watershed.  
 
Curriculum: 
This week in Placer we have covered a plethora of topics - Hiring Paperwork; Backcountry Standards and 
Expectations; AmeriCorps 101; Gear Distribution; Member Biographies; Wilderness CPR/First Aid; 
Vehicle Safety and Inspection; Physical Training; Health and Safety / Workers Compensation; 
Backcountry Handbook and Policies; Leave No Trace; EEO and Violence in the Workplace Training; 
Sobriety Discussions and much more! 
 
Odds and Ends: 
Thank you to Karlson, Agnes, the Fortuna CCC Center and CCC Headquarters for all your support of the 
Backcountry Program. 
Thanks to Rod Thornhill and the Placer CCC Center. Once again you have been the springboard for our 
crews. We appreciate all you and your corpsmembers have done for the Backcountry Program. A special 
thank you goes out to the kitchen staff for feeding us and preparing some awesome food for our 
Orientation. 
Thank you to our excellent trainers and teachers and to the families and friends of our corpsmembers. 
 
Thank you to Kings Canyon National Park for sponsoring our CCC Kings Canyon Backcountry Trail Crew 
once again! 



Thanks to Dave Karplus (Kings Canyon Trail Boss), Adam Zamastil, and Edylyn Clevenger, and her 
National Park Service sponsor crew for all you have done to prepare the projects and support for our 
crew this season. 


